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Balfour+Manson’s Private Client Team provides advice and support for
you and your family. We understand that everyone’s circumstances are
unique and we take time to get to know you and to understand your
own wishes and priorities.

What can we assist you with?
We can help with the full range of issues. From making a will and
appointing a guardian, to setting up trusts and everything in between,
whatever stage of life you are at. We also have dedicated Client
Welfare Managers, providing assistance to elderly, vulnerable and
disabled clients.

All of our team are committed to establishing long-term relationships
with clients, providing comprehensive and sensitive professional
advice.

Our Private Client team

Ranked in both the 
Legal 500 and
Chambers & Partners
legal directories X STEP accredited

specialists



Wills
It doesn’t matter how old you are, how wealthy you are, or what your
family circumstances are, everyone should have an up to date will. The
law of succession in Scotland has not kept up with changing
demographics or financial concerns. The only way to be sure that who
you want to benefit will actually benefit is to put a will in place and
keep it up to date.

What goes in your will?
First, you appoint someone you trust to act as your executor, to wind up
your estate in accordance with your will and with the law. Your executor
takes on the responsibility of managing and distributing your assets.

You can then list any legacies you wish to leave. This could be cash
sums to particular people or charities, or specific items of jewellery,
artwork or property. After that, the rest of your estate is known as
‘residue’ and you decide who is to benefit and to what extent. We can
assist with issues such as ensuring children or step-children are taken
care of, providing for cohabitants, and future-proofing your will by
including default provisions in case circumstances change.

You can also make provision for guardians to be appointed for young
children, and for trusts to be set up to manage assets on behalf of
young beneficiaries or vulnerable adults. As part of the process of
writing your will, we can advise on inheritance tax and property matters,
discuss your family situation and structure your will to make sure that it
reflects your individual circumstances.



Guardianships
Our Private Client team is experienced in dealing with guardianship
applications for adults of all ages, from young adults with life-long
difficulties, or those with acquired brain injuries or conditions, to
adults who have lost capacity and do not have a power of attorney in
place.

Appointing a guardian
The court may appoint any suitable and willing individual to be a
guardian. We can prepare the court application and attend and
conduct a court hearing on the proposed guardian’s behalf. 

The extent of powers to be applied for can include financial and
welfare powers, for example paying bills and debts, accessing bank
accounts, dealing with tax and benefits, deciding where the adult
should live, arranging social activities and consenting to medical
treatment.

The private client department is one of the most
committed, caring and empathetic teams I have
dealt with. They have a genuine desire to build
meaningful, long-term client relationships and are
highly professional."

Client Quote



Trusts
There are lots of reasons to set up a trust and different types of trust
suit different personal circumstances. The main drivers are usually to
protect assets or to benefit particular individuals. 

Other considerations are also important, for example the tax position
and likely lifespan of the trust, our solicitors work closely with our
specialist tax advisors.

Creating a trust
Trusts can be created to manage assets for vulnerable beneficiaries,
whether young children or adults with incapacity. There are special
rules relating to the creation of trusts for funds received as
compensation for personal injury.

We can also advise on setting up trusts with charitable status in
accordance with guidance from the Office of the Scottish Charity
Regulator. This can be done through your will or during your lifetime
and there are tax benefits available to charitable trusts.

Our team of specialists
We have a team of specialists providing ongoing support for trustees,
and managing trusts where Balfour+Manson trustees have been
appointed. We cover the full range of tax, accounting and financial
management as well as the legal and practical matters when payments
are being made to beneficiaries.



Powers of Attorney
A power of attorney gives someone you trust the authority to make
decisions and act on your behalf during your lifetime if you are unable
to do so yourself. A bit like a personal insurance policy, the key is to put
your power of attorney in place when you don’t actually need it – by the
time you do need it, it may be too late. So, we recommend that
everyone does this at the same time as making your will or sorting out
other personal matters.

Financial or Welfare? 
A financial power of attorney appoints someone to manage your
financial and administrative affairs. This includes accessing your bank
accounts, paying bills, dealing with your income, pensions, benefits,
tax, and can include managing leases and running any business
affairs/ companies on your behalf.  

Welfare powers of attorney cover your personal affairs such as medical
treatment, care packages and accommodation, diet, activities and
general wellbeing. Your welfare attorney may only make these
decisions if you are not able to do so yourself.

It is important to discuss your wishes in advance, and to appoint
someone whose judgement and integrity you trust. We can also advise
on Advance Statements (“living wills”) which set out what kind of
medical treatment you would or would not want in particular
circumstances.
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